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Proj ect Report

Sem nar Presentation by First year
Medi cal students:
A PEER ASSESSMENT

Panna Lal, Associate Professor

Sar bj eet Khurana, Senior Resident
Mal ti Mehra, Director Professor
(Dept. O Comunity Medicine,

Maul ana Azad Medi cal Col |l ege, New
Del hi -110002)

| NTRODUCTI1 ON:

The traditional | ecture
oriented training is considered
very economical as it permts high
teacher student ratio and saves
time for the |earners. However,
it keeps them passive and many
times fails to stimulate their
thinking / pronote probl emsolving
capacity.* To overcome this
problem and in order to devel op
conpetence, nmany other teaching /
| earning nethods such as problem

based | ear ni ng, problem based
progranmed | ectures, role playing,
i ndependent/ sel f st udy, group

di scussions, voluntary sem nar and
si mul ati on exercise  had been
experimented and clainmed to be

better *’. The Medical Council of
I ndi a has al so r econmended
| ectures, sem nars, group

di scussi ons and field visits
spreading over 18 nonths of pre

clini cal cour se for t eachi ng
conmmuni ty medicine °
Al M5 AND OBJECTI VES:

The first year nmedi cal

students have been presenting
sem nars on various topics in the
Departnment of Conmunity Medicine,
Maul ana Azad Medical College, New
Del hi for last four years. The
present study was under taken with
the objectives: (1) To sensitize
and clarify the concepts related

to the occurrence, causati on,
prevention and control of comon
heal th pr obl ens in I ndi an
conmuni ty. (2) To inculcate

presentations skills anpong nedical
students so as to prepare them to
address the sane in the comunity
setting. (3) To find out wutility
of the seminars as nmethod of
teaching for first year nedial
students.

MATERI AL AND METHODS:

A batch of 90 students of
first year MBBS was selected for
the study. The students were
divided into five groups and
allotted subtopics under the main
topic. The topic for the semnar
was chosen as “Conmon health
problens in Indian Comunity”.
Five subtopics were allotted to

the group |eaders who were asked
to discuss the subtopic with the
nmenbers of their group. Prior to
their seminar presentation the
students were briefed by a senior
faculty about the contents of the
topic and various nethods of

presenting t hem during t he
preparati on. ON the day of the
sem nar presentation only 65
students were present in the
cl ass. They were shown a sem

structure questionnaire with the
help of the overhead projector.
They were also given plain papers
to answer t he guesti ons
anonymously to ensure their frank
and fair opinion. To avoid nutual
di scussions students were asked to
sit apart and wite their answers
within two mnutes.

OBSERVATI ONS:

Qut of total 65 students
present in the class at the tine
of sem nar presentation, 62(95.4%
students responded to t he
guestionnaire. All of them opined
that objectives of the sem nar net
fully and the topic was covered
adequately. Mjority of them were

of t he Vi ew t hat contents
presented in various subjects were
rel evant (98.4%, al | t he
presentations sati sfied their

quarries and curiosities (96.8%.
Agai n nost of the students (93.5%
found that semnar was helpful to
understand the wvarious conmon
health problems prevailing in the
I ndian Conmunity. More than two-
thirds (73% students rated the
sem nar as very good/good while
15(24% students appreci at ed
presentation as ‘Excellent’ (Table
1).

Sone of t he students
observed |ack of confidence anong
presenters (17.8% and thenselves
| ost their i nterest in t he
presentation (14.5% for various
reasons such as nutual discussions
between some students, too much
wite-up and | ack of pr oper
spaci ng between the lines on the
transparent sheets, direct reading
from the sane, repeating of the
sane information in subsequent
subtopics and no/inproper use of

t he m cr ophone / bl ackboard
(Tabl e- 2)

Ambng suggestions given by
t he respondents, t wo t hirds
(67.8% expressed the need that
nor e literature / ref erences
shoul d be made available to
col | ect maxi num i nformation.

Nearly one-fourth (24.2% students
opi ned that sem nar should be nore
i nteractive i nvol vi ng maxi mum
students to clarify their doubts



if any. Thirteen (20.9% students
advocated inclusion of pictorial
and/ | i near di agr ans, nodel s,
graphs and practical exercises to
make t he presentations nor e
illustrative and inpressive.

A few students (9.7% also
demanded nore time to prepare for
the sem nar, proper editing of the
material by the supervisors before
witing up overhead projections
(8.1%9 taking from cues rather
than reading everything from the
OHP (4.8% . Supervisor should sit
in the back rows to keep watch
over the disturbing students. One
student suggested that everyone in
the group should be asked to
prepare independently and a day
before presentation, better ideas
or information collected by al
the students could be incorporated
in the presentations (Table-3)

DI SCUSSI ON

Before declaring any new
techni que as successful nmethod of
t eachi ng, i f needs to be
critically eval uat ed special ly
when the students have to play
role of the teachers, as severa
studi es had observed contradictory
findi ngs regardi ng student s’
performance on conparing their
performance verses faculty's /
st udent tutors’ per f or mance®.
Being a part of evaluation of the
perception of nedi cal students
regarding quality of undergraduate
teaching is inportant especially

i f some new t echni que is
i ntroduced®. It is considered
reliable. Mor eover , their
structured and constructive

f eedback when combi ned W th
educational training can certainly
i mprove the quality of teaching®.

Majority of the respondents
is present study seened to be
sat4disfied with the performance of
the presenters as they observed
good confidence anpbng them (82.2%
and rated their presentations
bet ween good and excel | ent

(96.8%. They also noticed that
sem nar nmet its obj ecti ves,
contai ned adequate and relevant

i nformation, satisfied their
guarries and helped them to
understand comon health problens
prevailing in Indian Community.

In one study the researchers
expressed the view that seninars
could help the students in the art
of witing dissertations, speaking
bef ore t he audi ence on a
scientific subject by renoving
their shyness, playing teachers’
role and understanding students
and t eachers’ rol e and

facilitating better st udent
teacher relationship. In their
study they also reported that
sem nars were well accepted by the
students bei ng vol unt ary in
nat ure’. However, we feel that
choosi ng and preparing nmany topics
to be presented on a single day on
voluntary basis m ght be too
cunbersone especially for t he
first year students. The | oss of
i nterest t owar ds presentations
anong sone students could be
avoided by proper editing the
material before the final wring
and maki ng presentation nor e
interactive and illustrative by
i ncluding picture, nodels, graphs,
etc. as suggested by thenselves.
Provi di ng nor e time for
preparation and active invol venent
of other group nmenbers by seeking
their own contribution as demanded
by sone of the students should
al so be taken care of throughout
t he present ation, di scipline
should also be naintained by
keepi ng watch over the disturbing
students from back and taking
appropriate action if required.

The provision of some marks
in the internal assessnment also
could be made to give a serious
t hought to the seminars by nedica
students so as to ensure active
participation of every student as
experi ment ed by t he earlier
wor ker s’.

SUMVARY:

To conclude, there is no
doubt that seminar is a wusefu
techni que of teaching / |[earning.
The supervisors should decide the
topic keepi ng in m nd, t he
vast ness  of nedi cal know edge.
The students nust be provided a
pr oper f ranewor k, adequat e
ref erences, gui dance, time and
supervi sion throughout preparation
to achieve the desired goals. The
hi nderi ng factors in sem nar
nmet hod of | ear ni ng could be
over comnme by the nmeasur es as
suggested by the students in
present study.

REFERENCES:

1. Abrahim &S, Dhunme VG and Diniz RS
(1981): Conpari son of di dactic
| ecture, sel f-readi ng and sel f-
instruciton as |earning nethods in the
nedi al stuents of western India. Med
Edu 15: 222-5.

2. Nagarani MA and Thangam J.(1987):
Lectures Vs, self study: Preferance
and Peformance. Ind J Med Edu 26(3):
97-102

3. Peter L.Schwartz (1989): Active
small group learning with a large



gr oup in a lecture theatre: a
practi cal exanpl e. Med Teacher
11(1):81-86

4. Cooner AS, Dooley M Daniels M and
Tayl or RW (1991): The use of role play
in t eachi ng nmedi cal students
obstetrics and Gynaecol ogy Med Teacher
13(1):49-53

5. Ohio state University College of
Medi cine (1976): Individualizing the
study of medi ci ne, westing house
| ear ni ng corporation, New York

6. Rotti SB, Soudarssanane, Prenarajan
KC and Srinivas DK (1991): G oup
di scussion as a nmethod of teaching
certain topics in comunity medicine
for pre clinical students Ind J
Med. Edu 30(3): 16-21

7. GQupta SC, Mshra VK and Srivastava
BC (1977): Teaching by voluntary
sem nar nethod in a nmnedical college

Ind J Med Edu 16(1): 27-33

8. Diana Dol omans M (2000): Students
as teachers (comentary) Med Edu.
34(1): 11-12

9. Bligh J, Lloyd-Jones G and Snmith g
(2000): Early effects of a new problem
based clinically oriented curriculum
on students’ perception of teaching.
Med Edu 34(6): 487-489

10. Murdoch Eaton DG and Leavene M
(1997): Student feedback: influencing
the quality of teaching in a pediatric
nodul e Med Edu 31: 190-3

Vari abl e Nunber | %
oj ectives met 62 100
Subt opi ¢ covered 62 100
adequately
Contents rel evant 61 98. 4
Presentati on 60 96. 8
sati sfied quarries
Sem nar hel ped to 58 93.5
understand heal th
probl em
Presentation rated
as 15 24.2
Excel | ent
Very Good 16 25.8
Good 29 46. 8
Aver age 2 3.2
Poor 0 00.0

Table 1: Perception of students
regardi ng presentation of sem nar
(N=62)

Fact or Nunber %
Lack of confidence 11 17.8
in presenter

Loss of interest due 9 14.5
to the reasons

Mut ual di scussi on 4 6.5
anong students

Too much write up on 3 4.8
slide

Direct reading from 2 3.2
slide

I nformation repeated 1 1.6
in subtopics

No proper use of 1 1.6
m cr ophone

Tabl e 2: Hindering Factors in
t eachi ng- | earni ng process (N=62)

Suggesti on Nunber | %
More literature be 42 67.8
made avai l abl e

Presentation be nade | 15 24. 2
nore interactive

Presentation be nade | 13 20.9
nore illustrative*

Control over nutua
di scussi ons by:
Proper editing by

supervi sors 5 8.1
Enphasi s on 3 4.8
renbering than

r eadi ng

Supervisors sit in 3 4.8
back

O her nenbers in 1 1.6

group be invol ved

Tabl e 3: Suggestions for inprove-
nment in future presentations(N=62)
(*Pictures, nodels, diagrans,
graphs, etc.)

Not e: Responses no nutually

excl usi ve

SEARCH | NTERNET EFFI Cl ENTLY

GOOGLE, a search engine created at
Stanford University, has rapidly
gai ned acceptance as the No.1l
search facility to get information
out of the ocean of Internet.
This year the nunber of pages
avail able for search has crossed
200 crores. (2 billion) Googl e
has alnmost mastered the art of
extracting information out of al

t hese pages. However, you have to
learn the skill of browsing the
web using the special features
provi ded by GCoogle. The article
below is extracted from Google
itself.

Take tine to study the article and
practice Googl e searching!



Googl e Speci al Search Features

In addition to providing
easy access to over 2 billion web
pages, Google has added nmany
special features to help you to
find exactly what you're |ooking
for.

Web Page Transl ation
PhoneBook

PDF Fil es

St ock Quotes

Cached Links

Sim | ar Pages

Wio links to you?
Site Search

|'m Feeling Lucky
Dictionary Definitions
Street Mps

O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0OO0O0

Web Page Transl ation

Googl e breaks the |anguage
barrier with a new translation
feature ( BETA) . Usi ng machi ne
transl ati on technol ogy, Google now
gi ves English speakers access to a
variety of non-English web pages.
Thi s feature is currently
avail able for pages published in
Italian, French, Spanish, Gernan,
and Portuguese.

If your search has non-
English results, there will be a
link to a version of that page
translated into English.

Find PDF Files

CGoogle search results now
i nclude Adobe Portable Docunent
Format (PDF) files. Although PDF
files aren't as abundant as HTM
files, they often contain high-

quality i nformation that's
unavai |l abl e el sewhere.
To i ndi cate t hat a

particular result is a PDF file
rather than a web page, [PDF]
appears in blue text in front of
the title. This lets you know that
the program Acrobat Reader, will
launch to view the file. dick on
the title link to the right of
[PDF] to access the pdf docunent.
(I'f you don't have Adobe Acrobat
on your conput er, you' || be
directed to a web page where you
can download it for free.)

Wth PDF files, the famliar
"Cached" link is replaced wth
"Text version". The text version
is a copy of the PDF docunent with
all of the formatting conmands
stripped out.

If you prefer to see a
particular set of results wthout
PDF I'inks, simply type -
filetype:pdf within the search box
along with your search terms).

Cached Li nks

Coogl e takes a snapshot of
each page examined as it craws
the web and caches these as a
back-up in case the original page
is unavailable. If you click on
the "Cached" link, you wll see
the web page as it | ooked when we
i ndexed it. The cached content is
the content Google uses to judge
whet her this page is a relevant
match for your query.

Wen the cached page is

di splayed, it wll have a header
at the top which serves as a
rem nder t hat this is not
necessarily t he nost recent

version of the page. Terms that
match your query are highlighted
on the cached version to make it
easier for you to see why your
page is rel evant.

The "Cached" Ilink wll be
mssing for sites that have not
been indexed, as well as for sites
whose owners have requested we not
cache their content.

Sim | ar Pages (Googl eScout)

Wen  you click on the
"Simlar Pages" link for a search
result, our Googl eScout technol ogy
automatically scouts the web for
pages that are related to this
result.

CGoogl eScout can be used for

nmany  pur poses. If you like a
particular site's content, but
Wi sh it had nor e to say,

CGoogl eScout can find sites wth
simlar content with which you may
be unfamliar. If you are | ooking
for pr oduct i nfornmation,
CGoogl eScout can find conpetitive
i nformati on so you can nake direct
conparisons. If you are interested
in researching a particular field,
Googl eScout can help you find a
|arge number of resources very
qui ckl vy, wi t hout havi ng to
worryi ng about selecting the right
keywor ds.

Googl eScout finds simlar
pages for many mllions of web
pages. However, t he nor e
specialized a page is, the fewer
results GoogleScout can find for
you. For exanple, GoogleScout may
not be able to find related pages
for your personal honme page, if it
does not have enough information
to authoritatively associate other
pages with yours. Al so, i f
conpanies use multiple URLs for
their pages (such as conpany.com
and ww. conpany. con), Googl eScout
may have little information on one
but lots on the other. In general,
CGoogl eScout works well for the
majority of web pages.



Find out who Iinks to you

Sone words, when followed by
a colon, have special neanings to
Google. One such word for Google
is the link: operator. The query
link:siteURL shows you all the
pages that point to that URL. For
exanpl e, |ink:ww. google.com will
show you all the pages that point
to Google's hone page. You cannot
conbine a link: search wth a
regul ar keyword search

Search a specific site

The word "site" followed by
a colon enables you to restrict
your search to a specific site. To
do t hi s, use t he
site:sanpl edomai n.com syntax in
t he Googl e search box. For
exanpl e, to find admi ssi on
information on Stanford's site,
enter:

' m Feel i ng Lucky

The "I'm Feeling Lucky™
button takes you directly to the
first web page Google returned for
your query. You wll not see the
other search results at all. An
“I"'m Feeling Lucky" search means
you spend less tinme searching for
web pages and nore tinme | ooking at
t hem

For exanple, to find the
honepage for Stanford University,
simply enter Stanford into the

search field and click on the "I'm
Feel i ng Lucky" but t on. CGoogl e
t akes you directly to
"www. st anf ord. edu”, the officia

honepage of Stanford University.
Are you feeling |ucky?

Search for Dictionary Definitions

To use Google to find
dictionary definitions, enter your
query into the search box as you
would normally. Any or all parts
of your query for which we have a
di ctionary definition wll be
underlined in the center text
above our search results, as seen

for the query "search" in the
foll owi ng exampl e
exanpl e: CGoogl e results 1-100 of

about 63, 700, 000 for
Search took 0.22 seconds.

Cicking on the link wll
t ake you to t he rel evant
definition from a di ctionary
provi der, which has been selected
solely on the  basis of its
quality.

Find Maps with Google

To use Google to find street
maps, enter a U S. street address,

sear ch.

including zip code or city/ state
in the CGoogle search box. Oten,
the street address and city nane

wil | be  enough. When Googl e
recogni zes your query as a map
request, it will return links from
high quality map providers that
will lead you directly to the

rel evant map. These map providers
have been selected solely on the
basis of their quality. Please
note that Google is not affiliated
with the map information providers
that are used. ©2001 Googl e

Bri ef Report -
BUZZ GROUP DI SCUSSI ON

Dr. Reneega Gangadhar

Associ ate Professor of Pharnacol ogy,
Medi cal Col | ege,

Trivandrum - 695011

Buzz group di scussi on
following a Lecture- a better nbde
of training in Phar macol ogy
Lecture is t he nost conmon

Teachi ng/ Learning nethod used by
non-clinical departnents. The main
aim of this nmethod is to evaluate
the efficacy of one’'s lecture and
capacity of students to apply the
gai ned know edge during | ectures.

The Buzz group discussion is
carried out during the last 15
mnutes of a lecture class. This
di scussion is based on the topic
| ectured. Here are a few exanples:

(a) Prescription exercises

(b) Pat i ent oriented
probl em sol ving exer-
ci ses.

(c) Project flow charts/
di agr ams related to
the lecture and ask
the students to note
down the drugs acting
at different sites and
their significance.

(d) G ve a card containing
clinically rel evant
guestions on inmportant
drugs related to the
topic |ectured.

(e) Exercises on adverse
dr ug reactions and
drug interactions.

Advant ages

(a) | mredi ate feedback on
one’'s | ecture

(b) Adequat e repetition of
i mportant points

(c) Application of t he
t heoreti cal know edge
gai ned during | ecture.



ACTIVITIES SINCE APRI L 2001

1. Conducted Of-site Wrkshop on
"Introduction of current concepts
in Medi cal Educat i on" at
Coi nmbat or e Medi cal Col | ege,
Coi nbatore from 17th to 21st July
2001 sponsored by Tam| Nadu Dr.
MER Medi cal University, Chennai.

2. 8th P.G Oientation Progranme
on Resear ch, Et hi cs and
Conmmuni cation Skills was held from
8th to 14th August 2001.

3. The 45th National Course on
Educati onal Science for Teachers
of Health Professionals was held
from17th to 27th Septenber 2001.

4. Dr.K R Sethuraman, Head, Dept.
of Medical Education had delivered
a lecture on "Doctor - Patient
comuni cati on" on 11th Cctober
2001 at AFMC, Pune.

5. Wor kshop on "Hospi t al
Contingency Plan in the event of
i ncidence affecting |arge numnber
of people” held on 6th and 7th
November 2001, at JI PMER

6. | naugur al Tel e- conf erence
bet ween JIPMER and Dr-MGR
Medi cal  University, Chennai was
held on 11.1.2002. Two nore were
conducted in February and March.
Once the initial connectivity
problems are sorted out, this wll
beconme a regul ar feature.

7. The Tent h Annual I nterns
Oientation Programe (2002) on
Quality Care held from 23rd -25th
January 2002 at JI PMER. Two
faculty nmenbers from Governnent
Medi cal Coll ege, Msore attended
as observers.

11. The 46th National Course on
Educati onal Science for teachers
of Health Professionals was held
from 18th - 27th Feb, 2001. Cur
1000th participant attended the
cour se.

12. Conducted O f-site Wrkshop on
"Introduction of current concepts
in Medical Education" at KAPV
Medi cal College, Trichy from 13th
to 16th March 2002 sponsored by
Tami | Nadu Dr. MER Medi cal
Uni versity, Chennai.

FORTHCOM NG ACTI VI TI ES

1. Oientation Course on research
net hods, ethics & conmunication
skills for Post-graduate in August
2002.

2. 47" National Course on Educa-
tional Sciences for teachers of

Health Professionals to be held
from 16" - 25" Septenber 2002.

BOOKS FROM NTTC

Books from Alumni Association of NTTC (Run
by NTTC faculty)

"Medical Education: Principles and Practice
Vol |"

The much awaited second edition of the book
has been published in March 2000 by the
NTTC Alumni Association, JIPMER.

Price: Rs 150/-

"Medical Education - Principles and Practice
Vol.ll - Trainer's Manual"
Price: Rs.100/-

"Implementing Innovations in Clinical
Skills'
Price: Rs.80/-

Order by VPP (VPP free for 2 or more books
per order) Valid order by e-mail accepted
pitc@rediffmail.com|

Payment can also be made by crossed Demand
Draft drawn on Alumni Association of NTTC,
JIPMER, Pondicherry-605006.

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

Books from EQUIP society (Run by NTTC
faculty)

Trick or Treat - A Survival Guide to Health
Care.

A book on coping strategies in health care,
character development and controversies in
health care in India. Medica educators can
creatively use each of the 52 chapters - in the
form of role-plays and group discussions - to
convey different viewpoints to enable students
to gain a holistic perspective of health and
health care.

Price: Rs.120/- (V.P.P. FREE)

"Beyond Rational Therapy - Trainer's
Guide"

A “Show-how” manual on Rational & Quality
Care and on Essential Drugs Programme.
Price: Rs.120/- (V.P.P. FREE)

Valid order by e-mail
equip@rediffmail.com

Payment can also be made by crossed Demand
Draft drawn on EQUIP Society, Post Bag 8,
Pondicherry - 605006.

Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

accepted
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